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the summer and in the fall. And again, I'm relating this to
this bill simply because of the use of General Fund monies in
this bill, and because I wanted to relate to you what's going
on, and I want to make a special effort, I guess, to ask you to
look at this material when it comes available to you, which it
will later today. In any rate, Steve spent an enormous amount
of time on this in the summer and the fall. And it is very
difficult to dig out the kinds of information that I was asking
him to dig out to compare our program to other programs. But he
did a great job of that. And he came up with certain kinds of
comparisons. It is a work product that is still in progress, in
terms of there is further and extended work that needs to be
done in other areas and with other comparisons. But he has, in
fact, made some telling comparisons. And I want to indicate to
you in a kind of general sort of way one or two of the big
things that he discovered, and which will be the subject of some
conversation, I'm sure, among this Legislature as time passes
here this session. But the first thing he sought to do, and he
sought to do this with respect to all 50 states, he went
to...into all 50 states, talking to people and looking into
their statutes, and tried to identify the large-scale,
broad-based incentive programs. Now, as you and I know, there
are all different types of incentive programs out there, so he
didn't try to take what local government is doing, and he didn't
try to take everything that state government does. In fact, in
this chart that...in this comparison that I want to discuss with
you, all that he took were Nebraska's LB 775 incentives, and

what we've been paying out. That's what he used for our
comparison. And beyond that, he didn't even use all of the
LB 775 comparisons. He used those incentives that were in

LB 775, except the personal property tax incentives, and that
was too difficult to calculate in a fair manner and compare to
other states, so he left that out, following the directive that
I had given him to be conservative in all of his work and in all
of his calculations. So he compared those aspects of LB 775 for
Nebraska, and then tried to identify in all 50 of the other
states, where they allow you to accumulate information, that
basic, broad-based program that is comparable in other states.
And at this point in time, he's been able to get information on
14 different states, including the surrounding states of Iowa
and Colorado and Kansas. And when Steve asked around the
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